July 2010

Dear Palouse Suzuki String Families,

We hope you’re having a great summer so far. The PSS faculty and board have been working hard in June to plan for next year and we are excited to announce some changes for the 2010-2011 Palouse Suzuki Strings year. In response to families who are looking for more flexibility in the PSS schedule, we will be offering three registration levels. If you have more than one child who is in PSS, each child can be registered at a different level if you desire. You may also change levels at the semester break. 

LEVEL 1: This level is most similar to the previous PSS structure. Orchestras will meet every Monday from 3:45 to 4:45. Repertoire class will be offered on the first Monday of the month from 4:50 to 5:30 pm. Solo days/play-ins will be on the last Monday of the month, as before, from 3:45 to 5 pm. 

This level is designed to help students learn to play with other string players and to read music. There will be three orchestra classes: Con Brio for the most advanced students; Palouse Junior Strings for beginning and intermediate orchestra students; and an Intro to Music Reading, non-performing class that will use games, movement and theory training to teach basic music reading and ensemble skills. 

By moving the orchestra class to the first hour, we hope to give our teachers “fresh” students who are ready and eager to learn, as well as a committed group of students who will have adequate orchestra rehearsal time to tackle appropriate, but challenging, pieces.

The orchestras will perform a spring concert to show all they have learned over the course of the year. Level 1 students will also serve as ambassadors for PSS, giving special performances at community events. Instead of a winter concert, PSS will be bringing in an acclaimed clinician who will conduct a special workshop for PSS students. The teachers are very excited to give all our students an opportunity to work with an outstanding Suzuki musician. Look for more details on this in the fall!

LEVEL 2: This level will meet just two days each month and includes Repertoire class on the first Monday from 4:50 to 5:30 pm and Solo Day on the last Monday of the month, from 3:45 to 5 pm. Also includes a performance at the spring concert and the winter workshop.

This level is designed for families who, for various reasons, cannot attend PSS every week, but don’t want their young musicians to miss out on the opportunity to play with their peers and to have the chance to enhance their performance and listening skills on Solo Days. 

LEVEL 3: This level is for Pre-Twinkle and Beginning Cello players. It meets every Monday during Orchestra time (3:45 to 4:30 pm) and includes Solo Day at the end of each month, from 3:45 to 5 pm. Also includes a performance at the spring concert and the winter workshop.

Beginning string players will benefit from weekly class that will give them the entire school year to prepare for the spring concert. The 45-minute class (slightly shorter than the orchestra class) is designed for these young students who may not have the stamina for a full hour class. Class materials are included in the cost of this level.
FEE STRUCTURE FALL 2010
New LEVEL 1

New tuition for 1 student  = $170 per semester

New tuition for 2 students = $272  (40% discount for second child)

New tuition for 3 students = $347 (add $75 for each additional child after the 2nd child)

New tuition for 4 students = $422
Early bird deposit of $50 due by August 3rd. Early bird discount of 15% off tuition.

EB tuition for 1 student  = $145 per semester

EB tuition for 2 students = $231
EB tuition for 3 students = $295
EB tuition for 4 students = $358
New LEVEL 2: Rep class and solo day only
New flat tuition rate of $80/semester/child. No price break for multiple children in the family.

Early bird deposit of $30 due by August 3rd. Early bird discount of 15% off tuition.

Early bird tuition of $68/semester/child.
New LEVEL 3: Pre-Twinkle, Beginning Cello and solo day

Pre-Twinkle materials included in cost of this level. Pricing is the same as LEVEL 1.

We look forward to an inspiring and productive fall semester. Please let us know that your family will be participating – and save 15% on your tuition – by registering and paying your deposit before August 3rd. The separate registration form was included in this emailing and will also be available at www.palousesuzuki.com. Have a great rest of the summer! Thank you!

Carol Spurling
PSS secretary, on behalf of the PSS parent board and faculty

