July 22, 2009

Dear parents of potential “Pre-Twinkle” or new Suzuki students,
There are many ways to learn music but one of the most popular and successful methods is the Suzuki method. “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” is the first piece in the Suzuki method repertoire; that is why we call the very first Suzuki class for beginning violinists “Pre-Twinkle.”

Palouse Suzuki Strings is offering a Pre-Twinkle class for beginning violinists this fall, along with its usual class offerings for string players of all levels. My name is Inga Kingsley and I’m excited about teaching the Pre-Twinkle violin class. I look forward to beginning a wonderful musical journey together with your child.

In Pre-Twinkle violin class, you can expect your child to learn basic music concepts as well as the coordinated movements needed to play the violin. Parents learn these concepts alongside their children, attending both the Pre-Twinkle group class and weekly private lessons. Parents are often referred to as “home-teachers” and we work together—parent, teacher, child—in a partnership for learning. In addition, in group class we will learn about the Suzuki method philosophy and how all children can develop musical abilities through four keys of listening, tonalization, technique, and motivation.  
The children typically move to playing on real violins before the end of the semester, when the teacher feels the class is ready to do so. I will measure your child for an instrument and provide you with information and advice as to where to find a suitable instrument for your child. In the fall, you’ll be encouraged to visit the private studios of teachers who have openings. I can help you find a studio opening if you do not already have a private violin teacher lined up. Individual, private violin lessons for Pre-Twinklers typically do not begin until late October or early November.  

The fall semester group class tuition for the Pre-Twinkle violin class is $145 for “early bird” registration (deposit by August 3), or $170 for regular registration. Tuition includes weekly group instruction and all supplies (box violin, dowel bow, book and CD), except the real violin. You do not need to bring a violin for the first class on September 13. 
For the fall semester, the Pre-Twinkle class will meet on Monday afternoons from September 13 until December 13. The class runs from 3:45 to 4:30 p.m. The class locations alternate between Moscow and Pullman. At the beginning of the semester, you will be given a calendar of the location schedule, and will be able to access it on the Palouse Suzuki Strings (PSS) website, www.palousesuzuki.com. 
If you are planning to enroll your child in the Pre-Twinkle class or any of our other classes, please complete the registration form on the PSS website. Pre-Twinkle violin is Level 3 of the offered classes. Remember, there is a discount for “early bird” enrollment by August 3. The “early bird” deposit is $50. If your child is a Pre-Twinkle student please write “Pre-Twinkle” on the line for “current book and piece” and leave the line for “teacher” blank, unless you already have a private teacher arranged for your child.
If you have questions about registering or about the class, please feel free to contact me, Inga Kingsley, by phone, 509-592-0806, or via e-mail, inga.kingsley@gmail.com. 

On behalf of all the teachers in Palouse Suzuki Strings, we look forward to welcoming new and returning families to group class this fall!

Warmly,

Inga Kingsley
